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The Concept of Affective a priori in Mikel Dufrenne’ s Aesthetics
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abstract

As argued in Phénoménologe de L’ espérience
Esthétique . Mikel Dufrenne' s aesthetics is a
phenomenological examination. He believes that
every genuine intuition is an expression. He
also believes that art is an activity expressed
by the intuition. the first thing in the structure
of mind. and most immediate form of
knowledge. Durfrenne s analysis is similar to
Husserl' s intention. a phenomenological
methodology, which 1s now called
‘phenomenology’. In the phenomenological

analysis of aesthetic experiences. Dufrenne

postulates a concept of a priori. by which our
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aesthetic experiences may lay their foundations
and be possible. He analyzes aesthetic
experiences through transcendental analyzes.
And he analyzes the correlation between
humans and arts in terms of the ontological
sense. Such a concept is affective a priori. The
aesthetic system that phenomenologically
analyzes aesthetic experiences in therms of the
concept of a priori is really transcendental and
displays the whole phenomenological viewpoints.
Dufrenne accounts for such a complex
phenomenological viewpoints by using the
concept of a priori. He argues that our aesthic
experiences are possible since in the subject are
affective features as a priori that make up of
aesthetic object and affective category that
allows us to recognize the affective features.
Therefore. aesthetic experiences are most active
when affective people’s feelings read expressive
meaning of the aesthetic object. Such an
expressive meaning is that of aesthetic objects
which are united by affective features as a
priori. The subject has a priori knowledge of
meaning before the feeling is woken by the
expressive meaning. So the subconscious
knowledge is realized when the feeling reads the
expressive meaning.

In Dufrenne’s aesthetics, the aesthetic
experiences that fulfill the feeling are based on
the existential consciousness. i.e. perceptive and
affective feelings experienced by humans. Such

aesthetic activities are related to the affective

domain, and affective explicitness through
aesthetic experiences is a central concept.
Therefore, the affective meaning as a priori is
the explicit feeling. This is the world of feeling
as affective a priori following the notion of
intention and the world of Mikel Dufrenne’s

aesthetic experiences.

Keyword
Mikel Dufrenne
aesthetic experiences

affective a priori
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